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REAL ESTATE

“Imagine driving down a pri-
vate lane and rising up before you
is this magnificent brick Georgian
residence,” said Leslie McEl-
wreath, the listing agent for 23
Wyckham Hill Lane.

The home is owned by Lisa
Zenkel Sheldon and her husband,
Michael.

“The drive up Wyckham Hill to
our home is an ‘ahh’ moment
every time we do it,” Michael
Sheldon said. “It changes dramat-
ically every season, sometimes
looking like a snowy ski village
lane, sometimes in full summer
bloom and sometimes bursting
with red fall leaves.”

The 7,100-square-foot house sits
at the top of Wyckham Hill, and
the grounds are private, but not
secluded, he said. The house itself
is a juxtaposition, as well, with
“tons of space,” but still livable,
cozy rooms.

The Sheldons completed a near
“gut renovation” of the home’s
interior, as well as improving the
landscaping. Their vision was to
create a Connecticut-meets-Euro-
pean country home estate.

They redesigned the kitchen
and added built-ins throughout
the house. The fireplaces were
replaced, the floors redone and
the bathrooms updated with beau-
tiful fixtures.

“Our architects, landscape de-
signer and interior designer are all
well-known tastemakers in the
interior design world,” she said.
The property was featured in CT
C&G (Connecticut Cottages &
Gardens) magazine.

“There is tremendous attention
to detail paid, in every finish
throughout the home, whether it
be the paint, built-ins, moldings,
each and every fireplace mantel,
light fixtures, and every single
item of hardware throughout
every inch of our home,” Lisa
Sheldon said. “There has been
nothing spared.”

The front door of the home
opens to an elegantly appointed

entry hall that McElwreath de-
scribed as “dramatic.”

“Every occasion is memorable
in the regal dining room with its
Venetian plaster walls and fire-
place,” said McElwreath, an agent
with Sotheby’s International Real-
ty. 

Some of the Sheldons’ favorite
rooms are the conservatory, fami-
ly room and kitchen. The floor
plan allows for excellent flow
between them, too. Combined, she
referred to the space as “the heart
and soul” of the home, “where
everyone can gather, eat, chat,
entertain and simply enjoy being
together.”

There are five bedrooms in all,
including the master.

“Luxury is felt from the mo-
ment you enter the master suite,
with its sitting area and fireplace,
a custom dressing room, and a
large bath,” McElwreath said.

Three additional bedrooms,
three baths and another family

room comprise the second level.
On the home’s third level, there’s
an additional bedroom, bath,
home office and spacious cedar-
lined closet.

“Our favorite part of the house
has to be the conservatory,” Mi-
chael Sheldon said. “It’s a glass
greenhouse-style structure ex-
tending off the family room. In the

summer, it is the perfect place for
a meal, and in the winter, watch-
ing the snowflakes falling outside
is like being inside a snow globe.
We also love the big wine cellar,
the sauna, the huge extra cedar
closet we have at the very top of
the house and the French doors
throughout.”

In addition to the wine cellar,

the lower level has two game
rooms, a powder room, fitness
center and a kitchenette.

The homeowners have recently
added a new roof, an HVAC sys-
tem, a state-of-the-art boiler, new
water filtration, an alarm system
and smart-home controls.

The Sheldons describe the
neighborhood as peaceful, tran-
quil, and close-knit. It’s also con-
venient to town and local schools.
Being near the Merritt Parkway
has been a plus, too, but it’s been
the home’s adjacency to conserva-
tion land that’s proven to be geo-
graphically key for the family.

“Our home is adjacent to Bab-
cock Preserve, a 300-acre wildlife
preserve with mapped hiking
trails, snowshoeing and cross-
country skiing,” Lisa Sheldon
said. “This has been, without a
doubt, the most amazing gift that
we were endowed with when we
purchased the house.”

Listing Agent: Leslie L. McEl-
wreath, Sotheby’s International Real-
ty; (917) 539-3654 mobile; leslie.mcel-
wreath@sothebyshomes.com

HOT PROPERTY

A European country home high atop Wyckham Hill
By Gretchen A. Peck

Photos by Sotheby’s International Realty 

Above: The family room at 23 Wyckham Hill Lane in Greenwich features custom built-ins, detailed
ceiling moldings and a fireplace. Below: The five-bedroom property rests atop Wyckham Hill.

Details
Address: 23 Wyckham Hill Lane,
Greenwich

Price: $3.795 million

Number of Rooms: 19

Features: The Georgian brick home
sits on more than two landscaped
acres adjacent to Babcock Preserve.
It has five bedrooms, including a
luxurious master suite, five full
baths and three partial baths. It has
a large entry hall, and an open
first-level floor plan from the kitch-
en, conservator, and family room.
The lower level offer great recre-
ation space, with two game/media
rooms, a fitness center, wine cellar,
and kitchenette and powder room
for added convenience. The proper-
ty is tranquil and private, yet just
minutes from town, schools, and
the train station.

Schools: Parkway School, Central
Middle, Greenwich High


