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Driving through torren-
tial downpours is a part
of life in Houston. “Turn
around, don’t drown,” is
drilled into residents dur-
ing flood events by city of-
ficials, but most of the time
we must brave the weather
and get on city streets and
highways to get to work,
school or just run a quick
errand.

For folks living in the

Memorial area, that means
getting on the Katy Free-
way.

But doing so during ex-
treme weather or at night
has been difficult for some
residents who say that
during heavy rain the lane
markers on the freeway
service roads are hard to
see, said Lane Standley,
with planning and zon-
ing at Hedwig Village. At
a July city council meet-
ing Standley told council
members that he’s heard

from a number of resi-
dents that visibility on the
stretch of the I-10 feeder
between Post Oak Boule-
vard and Gessner Drive is
poor during bad weather.

And it seems that Texas
Department of Transpor-
tation sees an issue with
visibility too.

Standley said Friday
that after TxDOT finishes
repaving that six-mile sec-
tion of the feeder — which
will also involve improved
paving techniques to make

for a quieter and smoother
ride — they will add a new
striping system on both
the north and south side
of I-10.

“That will make it more
visible when it’s raining,”
said Standley. “This is a
blessing if they come up
with that.”

And, of course, the
blessing extends to all
Houstonains who traverse
the highway west of the
city, as well as those from
all over the state who visit.

Of the 3,773 deaths on
Texas roads in 2016, ac-
cording to TxDOT re-
cords, 291 victims were in-
volved in accidents where
one or more drivers failed
to stay in a single lane. And
91 lives’ were taken in acci-
dents during rain.

Those numbers are for
the entire state. Locally,
another 2016 report by
the department showed
that Hedwig Village had

Coins and more will be trading
hands during the first weekend of
August, drawing collectors from
Katy to Rosenberg, Memorial to West
University Place and all points in be-
tween and beyond.

The Bellaire Coin Club is hosting a
Coin and Collectible Show on Satur-
day, Aug. 5, and Sunday, Aug. 6.

Coin Club member Dick Hyde said
the show will feature something for
everyone, and he expects everyone to

have an enjoyable time.
“You can buy, sell, trade and look.

It is basically a market,” Hyde said.
“This is not just a coin show, but also
a collectible show. We have people
that will bring antique toys, jewelry
and watches, stamps and historical
documents. We have expanded it to
any kind of collectible.”

There will be a wide range of coins
for people to check out, including an-
cient to modern foreign coins, which
can be made out of bronze, gold, sil-
ver, copper and brass.

Multiple seminars will be held

throughout the show to provide op-
portunities to learn about coins, and
Boy and Girl Scouts who attend have
the opportunity to earn the Coin Col-
lecting Merit Badge through a work-
shop. There will be four door prizes
to win, each worth $100-$300.

There will also be a children’s auc-
tion. The children will be given fake
money to use to bid on real coins.
Some of those coins can be worth up
to $100.

“The dealers all contribute items

BellaireCoinClubslatescollectibleshow

West University Place was
among some of the first Texas cit-
ies to place a ban on texting while
driving back in 2009, and nearly
10 years later the State of Texas
is catching up with West U and

the other 94 cities in Texas that
already have bans in place. Texas
House Bill 62 which places a state-
wide ban on texting behind the
wheel passed by the 85th Legisla-
ture of Texas in June 2017 and will
be effective Sept 1.

But the state’s ban differs from
West University’s ordinance, and

come September, drivers in the
city will need to know the new
rules.

The new state law will super-
sede the city’s existing rules, said
Alan Petrov, attorney for the City
of West University. Meaning West
U Police will have to enforce the
less-strict state rule.

One of the major differences is
that the state allows use of a cel-
lular device — even for texting —
while stopped at a red light, while
West University’s ordinance
outlawed sending text messages
even while stopped. If you are

Newstate-widebanon textingwhile driving
will supersedeWestUniversityPlace rule

Village residents get higher visibility stripes on
Katy Freeway, but some have never had an issue

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

See TEXTING BAN, Page 4A

There will be a children’s auction at the Coin and Collectible Show on August 5-6. Children will be
given fake money and get to bid on real items.

Bellaire Coin Club

See COINS, Page 4A

See VISIBILITY, Page 4A

Denman Heard was
volunteering at the Hous-
ton Livestock Show and
Rodeo when he got a mes-
sage to call his wife, Laura,
right away.

It was 1998, and the
young lawyer was worried
something was wrong
with one of their children.
But when he called back,
she said she had found
the perfect house for their
family: an old house in
River Oaks on more than
an acre. It just needed a lot
of work.

The house had the origi-
nal boiler room and every
commode was original,
the couple recalled on a re-
cent tour of the property,
which was built in 1933 for
philanthropist and con-
struction magnate George
R. Brown and his wife, Al-
ice Pratt Brown.

“We made an offer im-
mediately,” said Denman
Heard, now a prominent
trial attorney.

After almost 20 years
in the house, he and Laura
are selling. They’re ask-
ing $9.995 million for the

A piece
of history
for sale
in River
Oaks

See HOUSE, Page 4A
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HOUSTON
SHAKESPEARE
FESTIVAL

The relentless ambition
of Richard Plantaganet
dominates the stage at
Miller Outdoor Theatre’s
Shakespeare Festival’s
production of Richard III —
a fast-paced roller-coaster
ride of political maneuvers,
media manipulation, and
pushing one’s luck beyond
the breaking point. This
free event begins at 8:15
p.m. at Miller Outdoor
Theatre, 6000 Hermann
Park Drive, Houston,
TX 77030. For more
information, go to http://
milleroutdoortheatre.
com/events/972 or call
281-FREE-FUN (373-
3386).

FLEETWOOD MAC
TRIBUTE BAND

Sugar Land Town
Square, Texas 6 at U.S. 59,
will present Nightbird, a
band that recaptures the
fire, energy and spirit of
Fleetwood Mac and Stevie
Nicks, will perform 7:30-
9:30 p.m. July 28. They
were nominated in 2010
and 2012 for Best Tribute
Band in the Houston Press
Awards. Vino & Vinyl will be
on the Plaza with special
wine to purchase. Visit
sugarlandtownsquare.com
for details.

HAPPY HANDYMAN

Trudy Chuoke: Do you
struggle with getting rid of
mold on the outside of your
home? You clean and clean
but it comes back. When
you have dense foliage,
and a lot of trees that give
shade to your home, mold
can be a problem outside.
See Page 8A.

ON MEDICARE
Toni King: This week’s

Toni Says Medicare column
is my own Medicare
adventure. I know Medicare
frontwards and backwards,
and I am living my own
Medicare nightmare.
See Page 8A.
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stopped and cited for tex-
ting while the vehicle is in
motion, the state has set
fines between $25 to $99,
a decrease compared to
the $250 fine set by West
U officials. But for repeat
offenders the state has
authorized a $200 fine, re-
placing West U’s $500 fine
for repeat cases.

A West University Mu-
nicipal Court clerk said
Wednesday that at times
the fines have fluctuated
depending on the Judge,
and if the offense was
committed in a school
zone. According to their
estimation, citations for
texting while driving are
not as common in the city
as a speeding ticket, for
example.

According to Texas

Department of Transpor-
tation, 21 deaths in urban
areas, state-wide were at-
tributable to cell phone
usage while driving. Only
three were directly related
to texting while driving,
while six were connected
to talking while driving.
The other 12 were catego-
rized as “other” and “un-

known.”
With a special session

of the Texas Legislature
is in full swing, Gover-
nor Greg Abbott said that
broader rules could be
passed by the state that
would prevent local mu-
nicipalities from placing
restrictions on mobile use
while operating a vehicle.

TEXTING BAN
Continued from Page 1A

to the auction,” Hyde said.
“We want to get kids inter-
ested in our hobby because
someone has got to take it
on after we’re gone.”

Hyde encourages fami-
lies to come out, because it
is a great bonding experi-
ence through generations.

“We had a little boy
come with his family once
and he didn’t know any-
thing about coins. He went
back home to tell their
grandfather and it turns
out he was a collector. The
bond has continued ever
since and now they bring
grandpa to the show,”
Hyde said.

The show will be held
Aug. 5-6, from 9 to 5 p.m.
on Saturday and 9 to 3:30
p.m. on Sunday, at the Ara-

bia Shrine Center, 10510
Harwin Drive, Houston.
Admission is $3 except for
active military in uniform,
and Boy and Girl Scouts in
uniform.

Hyde started collecting
coins when he was 6 years
old in the first grade.

Hyde cites a trip to K-
Mart with his mother and
brother as being the start
to his hobby. He was in the
book section and picked up
the latest current edition
of the Blue Book, which
shows the values of coins
in it. Featured on a page
was the 1909 S VDB coin,
one of the rarer Lincoln
pennies. For non collec-
tors, the “S” is the mint
mark for the San Fran-
cisco mint. “VDB” are the
initials for Victor David
Brenner, the designer of
that coin.

“I thought, ‘Wow, this
thing is worth like $50, I
want to start looking for
those.’ Now those will
go for more than $2,000.
You never know what
you’ll find in your pocket
change,” Hyde said.

Hyde said he never
found one of those pen-
nies, but he did have a 1932
silver quarter set from the
Philadelphia, Denver and
San Francisco mints as a
kid, now worth several
hundred dollars.

“I had them on the top of
my dresser and then they
were gone. Nobody knew
what happened to them.
I don’t think anyone stole
them purposely but maybe
someone used them for
lunch money and didn’t re-
alize it,” Hyde joked.

Hyde continued, “I col-
lected all throughout high

school and then I got in-
volved in college and cars
and girls. I put it to the side.
I pretty much stayed out of
it until all of my kids were
grown. I got involved in the
Bellaire Coin Club around
2012.”

The rarest coin Hyde
has ever seen was at the
American Numismatic
Association in Colorado
Springs. There they have
an 1804 silver dollar, worth
hundreds of thousands.
There are 12 of them total
around today.

The Bellaire Coin Club
started in 1963. Meetings
are held the first and third
Monday of every month
at 6:15 p.m. at the Bellaire
Library. Each meeting fea-
tures a speaker and an auc-
tion.

“We have anywhere
from 20 to 40 people show

up. We have a kid in mid-
dle school to a gentleman
in their 90’s. We run the
whole gamut,” Hyde said.
“We welcome beginner
coin collectors. We have

a lot of knowledge and we
are willing to share it.”

For more information
about the club or the show
visit www.bellairecoin-
club.com.

COINS
Continued from Page 1A

9,057-square-foot house
designed by Houston ar-
chitect John Thomas Rath-
er Jr., an associate and lat-
er business partner of the
architect John F. Staub.

The Brown home is the
second high-profile estate
to be listed for sale this
month in arguably Hous-
ton’s most exclusive resi-
dential enclave.

Earlier this month,
the owners of the
23,870-square-foot River
Oaks estate at 1000 Kirby
listed their home — built
in the mid-1980s for a Sau-
di Arabian prince — for
$20 million.

River Oaks has the
highest average home
prices among the high-end
neighborhoods within the
Beltway, according to re-
cent data.

There have been 19
home sales in River Oaks
through June this year at
an average of $3.029 mil-
lion, 3 percent higher than
the same time a year ago,
according to data from
Greenwood King Proper-
ties. Sales were flat com-
pared with last year.

The Brown home at
3363 Inwood is relatively
modest among many of
its neighbors with a more
overbearing street pres-
ence. It’s shaded by ma-
ture trees and sits behind a
low, ivy-covered fence.

“You can drive by this
house and never really see
it,” listing agent Ruthie
Newberry Porterfield, of
Martha Turner Sotheby’s
International Realty, said.

The Heards bought
their house “as is” in 1998
for $2.1 million.

They liked the property,
the location and the scale
of the house, relative to

some of the more opulent
properties nearby.

“We didn’t want to
raise our kids with marble
floors and spiral staircas-
es,” Denman Heard said.

They spent “several
million dollars” reno-
vating and restoring the
home. They made sure
additions were consistent
with the original New
England Colonial archi-
tecture.

Architectural historian
and Rice University lec-
turer Stephen Fox said the
home has “wonderfully
proportioned spaces” and
that the additions are com-
patible with the original
house.

“I think they really en-
hanced what was best
about the house and have
preserved the architectur-
ally distinctive core of the
house,” he said.

On the recent tour, the
Heards noted many of the
home’s historic features,
from its original pegged
Northern English Brown
oak floors to its glassed-
in sunroom where Brown

would relax after work.
They pointed out an

area off the kitchen where
there was a phone booth,
where Brown would sit
and make business calls.

“There’s so much histo-
ry that’s happened at this
house that probably has —
and hasn’t — been written
about,” Heard said.

One of the stories that’s
been passed down is about
the Magnolia tree in the
front yard.

It was said that Lady-
bird Johnson, who was
good friends with Alice
Brown, used to stay at the
home frequently and that
the tree was planted for
the first lady.

President Lyndon
Johnson, Heard said, “had
a seedling from the An-
drew Jackson magnolia on
the grounds of the White
House brought down
here and planted so that
when Ladybird Johnson
looked out of her window
in the morning having cof-
fee, she could think of the
president while he was
working in Washington.”

HOUSE
Continued from Page 1A

25 total crashes, Hunter’s
Creek had 69, (Hedwig
and Hunter’s Creek are
the only Villages whose
boundaries abut the
feeder road of I-10) Piney
Point had 46, and Bunker
Hill had 51. None of those
crashes resulted in any
fatalities according to the
report.

Accordingly, some are
not so concerned with
more visible road striping,
but do think other projects

should take priority.
Pat Murphy, Hedwig

Village resident, said he
would rather TxDOT
come through on building
a barrier wall between the
service road and the resi-
dential areas.

“During winter you
can hear trucks coming
down the road like it’s in
your house,” said Murphy.
“There’s three lanes,” he
said of the striping initia-
tive. “It’s never been an is-
sue for me. It’s pretty logi-
cal where to go.”

A neighbor of Murphy’s

agreed he’s never had a
problem driving down the
service roads during the
rain due to poor striping,
and thinks the underpass-
es where flood waters can
pool and cause dangerous
situations are more worri-
some to him.

TxDOT officials did not
return messages Friday
to explain what the new
type of striping is, or how
it works.

Standley said the road
project between Post Oak
and Gessner should be
complete by late August.

VISIBILITY
Continued from Page 1A
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ABOUT THE BELLAIRE EXAMINER

Bellaire Coin Club

Visitors to the Coin and Collectible Show will be
able to see a wide variety of coins, from ancient
and foreign to modern. The show will be held on
August 5-6.

City of West University Place

City of West University Place Steve Gonzales / For the Chronicle

Denman and Laura Heard stand in front of their
home Friday, July 14, 2017, in Houston. Their home
was built for George R. Brown and Alice Pratt is
about to hit the market for just under $10 million.
The house was designed by Houston architect
John Thomas Rather, Jr. in the Country Club
Estates section of River Oaks.

For the past three
months servers have been
laying down the beer and
schnitzel at King’s Bier-
Haus in the Heights for a
thirsty crowd relieved the
Pearland juggernaut final-
ly opened its doors in the
north Houston location at
T.C. Jester.

The kick-off has seen
events that range from a
VIP beer tasting, extensive
press coverage to an “Ole
Cindy Watch Party” in June
where the crew invited cus-
tomers in to witness the

storm that wasn’t.
But the King’s team isn’t

stopping there with the cre-
ative promotions, and their
latest one could be the trip
of a lifetime for a lucky pair.

However, even the los-
ers in the drawing will still
get a tasty Bavarian reward
when the company opens
two King’s Kolache Haus
locations at a yet-to-deter-
mined Heights and Pearl-
and address.

On Aug. 1 the company
will announce the grand
prize winner of a drawing
for a trip for two to Salva-
torfest held in March 2018
in Munich, Germany. The

drawing began in June on
their Facebook page where
they asked fans to share a
promotional video to be en-
tered in the random draw-
ing.

Since then, according to
a company spokesperson,
2,000 people have entered
and the post has generated
over 600,000 views.

According to Scott Bird-
well, who owns Defalco’s,
a one-stop shop for home-
brewers to pick up mate-
rials and for educational
classes located in southwest
Houston, Salvatorfest is a
celebration of a style of beer
invented by German monks
in the 1600’s during Lent.

Monks were forced to
fast during Lent,” said
Birdwell. “But they were
able to drink beer. They
made this really strong beer
called a double-bock. They
actually survived on it for
40 days so they referred to
it as a ‘Savior.’”

Birdwell said most Ger-
man breweries have a style
of beer that ends with an
“-or” to reflect the original
Salvator version.

“It’s a very rich beer with
quite a bit of kick,” he said.

The popular German
Paulaner beer brand —
founded in 1634 — claims
their Salvator is the original
recipe.

The festival celebrates
this beer with a kick that
pre-dates the better-known
Oktoberfest which began
only 200 years ago.

Heights BierHaus is sending two
to German ‘strong beer’ festival

BY JAIMY JONES
jjones@chron.com

Dave Rossman / For the Chronicle

The new King’s BierHaus at 2044 E. T.C Jester Thursday May 04,2017.

The downstairs has many rooms in the Houston home built for George R.
Brown and Alice Pratt photographed Friday, July 14, 2017, in Houston. The
home is about to hit the market for just under $10 million. The house was
designed by Houston architect John Thomas Rather, Jr. in the Country Club
Estates section of River Oaks.

Steve Gonzales / For the Chronicle


	HHC_2017_07_26 (dragged)
	HHC_2017_07_26 (dragged) 1

