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Premier Properties 
BY MARIA LAPIANA

views, sunroom, chef ’s kitchen with a wood-
fired oven, family room, music room, garden 
library, master suite with a mahogany dressing 
room, and several multipurpose rooms on the 
third floor. There is a full basement, a wine cel-
lar, a 4,000-square-foot carriage house (with 
a two-bedroom apartment), and an orangery-
style greenhouse. On the outside: more than 
700 feet of white sand beach and seven acres 
of gardens designed in 1906 by Frederick Law 
Olmsted Jr. Only two families 
have lived at The Chimneys for 

the last 117 years, says the homeowner in 
his letter addressed to “Dear Fortunate 
Family” . . . who’s next?

Duly Noted: Richard Henry Dana Sr., 
a lawyer and poet, built a two-story home 
on land he purchased 
in Manchester in 1844. 
The Dana family was one 
of the first to summer 
in a grand “cottage” on 
the coast, a common 
practice during the Gilded 
Age. The land was later 
subdivided, and in 1902, 
Boston investment banker 

Iconic Farmhouse photos by Dennis Carbo; An Escape on the Cape photos by Matt Mulligan/Hawk Visuals

Magnificent Manchester   
It isn’t every day that someone writes a heartfelt 
letter to the prospective buyer of the home he’s selling. 
But then it isn’t every day that a property of this stature 
comes on the market, one with such a storied history—
and an asking price of $24 million. The homeowner 
waxes poetic in his letter on the property’s dedicated 
website; it’s filled with history, emotion, and fun facts 
about the exclusive estate that sits on twenty-eight acres 
on a bluff overlooking the ocean in Manchester, Massa-
chusetts. The 13,000-square-foot residence with seven 
chimneys and twelve fireplaces was built in 1902. The 
home features a grand foyer, living room with French 
doors that open onto a porch with sweeping ocean 

8 BEDROOMS
6 FULL BATHS
2 HALF BATHS
13,000 SQ. FT.
$24,000,000

| Continued on page 207
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Magnificent Manchester
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Premier Properties course of his career. Homes that can be traced directly 
to him and his firm are some of the most treasured in 
New England. 

Contact: Jack Largay, Sotheby’s International 
Realty, Osterville, Mass., 508-428-9115, sothebyshomes.
com, MLS# 21807495

Iconic Farmhouse 
They say wherever you go, there you are. Indeed,  
this home—originally a 1790 Cape built in northern 
New England that was disassembled and rebuilt in 
the 1980s on its present site—is perfectly at peace in 
Killingworth, Connecticut. It offers the best of old and 
new: a traditional floor plan and eighteenth-century 
details (original interior beams, floors, three fireplaces, 
and doors) that have been faithfully preserved—along 
with new spaces and every amenity (including new 
mechanical systems). Previous owner Nancy Fishelson, 
an antiques dealer and noted historic preservationist, 
oversaw the extensive renovation. The interiors were 
designed by the current owner, whose previous homes, 
like this one, have been featured in prestigious shel-
ter magazines. The home is suitable for families, and 
families who frequently host overnight guests. There 
are lots of “away” 
spaces. The master 
suite, a converted 
barn, lives in its own 
wing; there are two 
proper bedrooms 
and a bunkroom 
in another second-
floor area, and an 
additional private 
guest bedroom on 
the lower level. The 
soaring kitchen is filled with light. The 
current homeowner is a serious cook 
drawn to the house for its entertaining 
possibilities, including state-of-the-art 
appliances (like the La Cornue range 
with double ovens), and lots of storage. 
The flow from kitchen to dining room to 
living room to keeping room is perfect, says the owner, 
for “hosting and just hanging out.”

Duly Noted: This home has location in spades. 
The pleasant setting is totally private, far from the 
road, and safe for children and dogs. And it’s one of 
six period homes that sit on lots around a common 
green, affording the owner a vast expanse of beautiful 
landscaping, without the maintenance. Killingworth 
is close to picturesque villages like Chester and Essex, 
and minutes from Madison and other charming shore-
line towns. Roughly equidistant between New York 
and Boston, it’s not so far off the beaten path that you 
can’t get there easily.

Contact: Rick Weiner, William Pitt Sotheby’s,  
Essex, Conn., 860-227-3191, williampitt.com,  
MLS# 170164627 

Gardiner Lane and his wife, Emma, purchased one par-
cel and built The Chimneys, a Georgian colonial revival 
designed by architect Raleigh Gildersleeve. The current 
owners, who purchased the property in 1991, completed 
a comprehensive renovation of the original home in 
1998, with Dell Mitchell Architects of Boston and Wood-
meister Master Builders of Holden, Massachusetts.

Contact: Michael Carucci, Gibson Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty, Boston, 617-901-7600, sothebysrealty.
com, Property ID: NS6DEX

An Escape on the Cape  
Take all the reasons you move to Cape Cod—beauty, 
history, privacy, beaches, endless summers—and add 
a home designed by the renowned American architec-
tural firm of Royal Barry Wills, a name synonymous 
with the Cape-style home. The result is “Far Niente” 
(a colloquial Italian expression for blissful relaxation), 
a home in Osterville, Massachusetts. It’s a drop-dead-
gorgeous, fresh interpretation of a classic Cape on the 
Cape. Blissful? Oh yes. The home is just under 6,000 

square feet, on a lot that’s just under an 
acre, in a desirable Wianno neighbor-
hood, with 300 feet of sandy beach and 
a deep-water dock. Listing agent Jack 
Largay has been selling property on 
the Cape for forty-seven years, and he 
says he’s never seen a more spectacular 

location. Unparal-
leled views include 
the West Bay, Oyster 
Harbors across 
the channel, and 
Martha’s Vineyard 
in the distance. 
The shingled home 
has classic Cape 
features, including 
a pitched gabled 
roofline and two 

stately chimneys. Interior architectural details include 
wainscoting and crown molding, warm hardwood 
floors, and a traditional staircase with spindle bal-
usters, newel posts, and finials. It’s a fabulous family 
home; three bedrooms feature sitting areas, and the 
master bedroom includes a private rooftop deck with 
wonderful views. A light-filled living room includes a 
fireplace, built-in bookshelves, and a sitting nook in a 
windowed bay. 

Duly Noted: To many, the name Royal Barry Wills 
is as familiar as the ubiquitous Cape for which the 
architect was widely known. Wills (1895–1962) was one 
of the most influential architects of the twentieth cen-
tury. He founded a namesake firm in 1925 in Boston, 
and designed some 2,500 single-family homes over the 

Continued from page 202 |

ROOMS: 7
3 BEDROOMS
3 FULL BATHS
1 HALF BATH
3,141 SQ. FT.
$1,295,000

ROOMS: 10
4 BEDROOMS
4 FULL BATHS
1 HALF BATH
5,900 SQ. FT.
$9,199,000


