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REAL ESTATE

Q: What makes the area an attractive place to buy for cou-
ples and new families?
A: Downtowners can walk between neighborhoods and ex-
perience a diversity of cultures from Little India, Little Italy, 
and Chinatown to the Lower East Side. There is a certain en-
ergy about downtown that doesn't exist uptown. It emanates 
from Washington Square Park and moves down to TriBeCa 
and up north to Madison Square Park and the iconic Eataly.

Q:  What’s the most surprising thing about downtown Man-
hattan real estate? Why?
A:  The most surprising change is the revitalization of 
West Chelsea, which began in the early 2000s as artists left 
SoHo for bargain prices. West Chelsea expands now to the 
West 30s with a walk along the Highline. It is one of the 
most charming and exciting neighborhoods to live in, with 
proximity to Chelsea Piers and the waterfront bike path. 
What is surprising is how this neighborhood (once home 
to parking lots, car washes, and after-dark clubs, touted as 
the "ugly duckling" neighborhood) has become a beautiful 
swan on the Chelsea's waterfront. What you see is visually 
spectacular with breathtaking buildings—modern sculp-
tures created by the architects of today. 

Q: Is there any listing you would like to mention?
A:  I'm very excited to be offering two large, full-floor, 
corner lofts on Fifth Avenue in prime Flatiron: 140 Fifth 
Avenue (which boasts 24 windows, high ceilings, and spans 
160 feet,was home to a renowned artist) and 142 Fifth Ave-
nue (a south/east-facing 2,700-square-foot loft with 14 win-
dows, exposed brick walls, and a chef's kitchen). Both are 
fabulous downtown finds at great prices.

Q: How have downtown real 
estate opportunities changed in 
the past two decades? 
A: Twenty years ago, buyers 
searching for more space, lofts, 
and non-traditional floor plans 
such as duplexes and triplex-
es came downtown to explore 
their options. The excitement 
began when top chefs Bobby 
Flay and Danny Meyer ushered 

in the gentrification of downtown. In the early 2000s, Up-
per East Siders explored their real estate options and dis-
covered value in the downtown market in comparison to 
the Fifth Avenue/Park Avenue corridor. When Starchitects 
Richard Meier, Gywathmey Siegel, Philip Johnson, and 
Jean Nouvel put their imaginations to work in downtown's 
most coveted neighborhoods, it opened the door to what 
we see today in NoHo, SoHo, West Village, Flatiron, Chel-
sea, and TriBeCa. This, ultimately, changed the landscape 
and the types of people who live in these neighborhoods 
from artists, writers, actors, poets, educators, and liberals 
to bankers, entrepreneurs, techies, and foreign buyers. 

140 Fifth Avenue on "Lower Fifth" in Flatiron.


