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Rancho De Abiquiu Offered for Sale by 

Sotheby’s International Realty 

 
Rare Opportunity to Own a Landmark Property 

in the Heart Of Georgia O’Keeffe Country 

 
SANTA FE, NM – February 8, 2013 – The Rancho de Abiquiu, a unique hacienda property and an 

architectural legacy in both form and function, has just come onto the market with Sotheby’s International 

Realty, Inc., executives of the real estate firm announced today. The property is flanked by the Plaza 

Colorada, a vast land grant well-suited for the rancher, sportsman and conservationist. Purchased alone or 

together with the Plaza Colorada, the Rancho de Abiquiu affords the discriminating buyer a rare 

opportunity to experience the unlimited possibilities of Northern New Mexico living. 

 

Abiquiu has been sought after for centuries by travelers, explorers, artists and spiritual pilgrims for its 

lifestyle of rest, renewal, inspiration and opportunity. In the 1600s, Spanish explorers and families began 

years of settlement and re-colonization, establishing homes and ranches throughout the valley. When the 

Valdez family built the Rancho de Abiquiu hacienda in the early 1800s, it became a center for the Chama 

River Valley as a large family home that often opened its doors to many events related to commerce and 

society. 

 

The hacienda has benefited from owners who respected its original form while bringing it appropriately 

along into the modern era of convenient and elegant estate living. This property, often regarded as a 

benchmark of Northern New Mexico architectural style and beauty, has been for years in the dedicated 

stewardship of one of the U.S.’s “Top 100 Land Owners,” according to the 2012 Land Report 100. Built 

in the traditional Territorial and Pueblo Revival styles, the 10,000+ square-foot hacienda rests on over 

262 agricultural acres, surrounded by expansive fertile grounds and enjoying over 5,600 feet of Chama 

River frontage. 

 

“This is truly an amazing property, commanding some of the most breathtaking views available in the 

Land of Enchantment,” said Sotheby’s International Realty listing agent Jarred Conley. “The hacienda 

conveys grandeur throughout its interior spaces, radiating both the comfort of daily family life and the 

warmth of grand entertaining.” 

 

At nearly 5,800 acres, the adjacent Plaza Colorada Land Grant started out as a portion of one of the 

largest parcels of land granted to military families in the territory during the early settlement of what is 

now New Mexico. The grant was eventually divided in the late 1730s into smaller grants including Plaza 

Colorada and Plaza Blanca. In subsequent years, adjoining parcels have been purchased in an effort to 

once again reunite the Plaza Colorada granted lands. 

 

“A tour of the Plaza Colorada leads through dazzling canyons and over undulating hills dotted in 

resplendent Southwestern flora, all with a backdrop of captivating snow-capped mountain ranges,” said 

Sotheby’s International Realty listing agent Maureen Mestas. “Look closely, and you will see a herd of 

elk in migration near glistening river waters, a raptor soaring against crystal clear blue sky, or a bobcat as 

he makes his stealthy ascent among jagged rock 

 



Included in the hacienda offering is the historical Ruth House, a classic Victorian-style home built over 

130 years ago.  

 

About Sotheby's International Realty, Inc.  

Sotheby's International Realty was founded in 1976 as a real estate service for discerning clients of 

Sotheby's auction house and represents fine properties at a range of price points. Today, Sotheby's 

International Realty, Inc. operates brokerage offices in key metropolitan and resort markets, including 

Manhattan; the Hamptons; Greenwich, Conn.; Cape Cod; Palm Beach, Fla.; Los Angeles; Beverly Hills; 

Brentwood; Pasadena; Santa Barbara; San Francisco; Sonoma; Monterey Peninsula; and Santa Fe, New 

Mexico. 

 

Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. (www.sothebyshomes.com) is part of NRT LLC, the nation's largest 

residential real estate brokerage company, and a member of the Sotheby’s International Realty
®
 network, 

which currently has more than 12,100 sales associates located in approximately 620 offices in 45 

countries and territories worldwide. NRT, a subsidiary of Realogy Holdings Corp. (NYSE: RLGY), 

operates Realogy's company-owned real estate brokerage offices. 
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