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REAL ESTATE

When Kane and Martin Nuss-
baum discovered a plot of Green-
wich land for sale in the late ’90s,
they didn’t realize how perfectly
located it was. 

They knew Greenwich already.
Some family members had settled
there long before and often hosted
gatherings, which served as a nice
introduction to the area. 

The Nussbaums purchased the
land and set out to build a home
for their own family, which blend-
ed some of their favorite features
of past homes with their wish list
of amenities.

Kane longed for plenty of land
for gardening. Her husband want-
ed a tennis court, and the whole
family envisioned a swimming
pool for the warmer months.

The property is both historically
significant and coveted, according
to listing agent Leslie McElwreath
of Sotheby’s International Realty. 

“It was once part of the Rocke-
feller Estate,” she said. “It’s in an
area we call ‘North Rock Ridge,’
and it’s become very desirable in

recent years, particularly because
of its convenience to town.”

The 8,400-square-foot home is
on four acres that also features a
swimming pool, a tennis court and
a sports court. 

“These are great amenities that
you might normally associate with
backcountry homes, yet they’re
just a few minutes from town,”
McElwreath said. 

When the couple bought the
property, they didn’t fully realize
that it was in such an ideal location
near two highways and Greenwich
and Westchester shopping. 

“To be this close to Greenwich
Avenue and to still have the kind
of privacy we enjoy is special,”
Kane Nussbaum said. “You really
feel like you’re in the middle of the
country. It’s incredibly quiet and
peaceful.”

The home was completed in
2000, and the Nussbaums were
able to integrate some of their most
beloved architectural mementos
from the family’s previous resi-
dences.

“It has rounded arches from the
central hallway into the dining

room. We had those in another
home. The open floor plan of the
kitchen and family room is very
much like a former home in Ver-
mont. So we were able to incorpo-

rate some of the things that we
loved from other places,” Nuss-
baum said.

To prepare it for sale, the house
has been recently updated to make
it immediately move-in ready. The
hardwood floors throughout have
been refinished and gleam anew.
Many of the rooms have been
given fresh coats of paint from a
neutral in-vogue palette. New
countertops have been installed,
and some of the fireplace sur-
rounds have fresh stone faces.

“The home is a full three sto-
ries,” McElwreath said. “It has an
extremely generous master suite
on the second floor, four additional
bedrooms, and a large room that
could be used for any number of
purposes — a family room, home
office, a home gym, for example.”

The third floor has two more
bedrooms and a full bath. The
custom eat-in kitchen is especially
sizeable and has white cabinetry
with brushed nickel hardware, a
center island with a sink and top-
of-the-line appliances, including a
Wolf range and oven and a Sub-
zero refrigerator. It was designed

with entertaining in mind.
“Take Thanksgiving, for ex-

ample: We’ve had both sides of the
family here for the holiday — 35
people some years,” Nussbaum
said. “The flow is wonderful, and
of course, the kitchen is very large.
You need that kind of space to
cook for that kind of a crowd. I just
came across a photo my niece took
from Thanksgiving 2009. In it, I’m
making the gravy, and my hus-
band is carving the turkey. Our
daughter is peeking into the kitch-
en. It’s a wonderful memory.”

Adjacent to the kitchen is the
family room, with a towering
cathedral ceiling. 

“When you walk through this
home, you immediately get the
sense that they’ve put their hearts
and souls into creating it,” McEl-
wreath said.

“What’s not to love about Green-
wich,” Nussbaum said.

Listing agent: Leslie McElwreath,
Sotheby’s International Realty; (203)
618-3165 office; (917) 539-3654 cell;
leslie.mcelwreath@sothebys
homes.com
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Left: The elegant dining room at 17 Midwood Drive in Greenwich features a nature mural, hardwood floors, a glass chandelier and divided light windows that look out on the
property’s four acres. Right: The custom eat-in kitchen has white cabinetry with brushed nickel hardware and a center island with a sink.

HOT PROPERTY

Couple integrated unique architectural gems into home
By Gretchen A. Peck Details

Address: 17 Midwood Drive, 
Greenwich

Price: $4.195 million

Number of rooms: 15

Features: A stone-pillared entry
welcomes people to the 8,400-
square-foot colonial-style home at
17 Midwood Drive, which sits on four
picturesque acres. There are mag-
nificent fireplaces in several rooms,
including the living room, family
room, library and master suite. The
custom eat-in kitchen has a mar-
ble-topped island and custom
cabinetry. There are seven bed-
rooms and six full-baths and one
half-bath. There’s an attached
garage for as many as four vehicles.
The yard is home to a swimming
pool, tennis court and pergola.

Schools: Glenville School, Western
Middle, Greenwich High


