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By William Kelly
Daily News Staff Writer

The town will ask the state 
to reconsider its opposition to 
the proposed addition of stairs 
to the back of the Addison 
Mizner Memorial Fountain.

At issue are two state his-
toric preservation grants, 
worth $700,000, that the 
state has said the town will 
have to repay if it alters 
Mizner’s original 1929 design.

The Town Council told 
staffers Tuesday to arrange 
a conference call with a state 
historic preservation official 
who has said the state views 
the stairs as detrimental to the 

fountain.
The town also will invite the 

official, Timothy Parsons, to 
visit the Mizner Memorial 
Park and fountain for a first-
hand look. Parsons, director 
of the Division of Historical 
Resources and state historic 
preservation officer, recently 
told the town he would be 
willing to take a “fresh look” 
at the stairs plan. But he 

also noted that the division 
objected to the staircase pro-
posal in 2014.

Bill  Bone,  leader of  a 
Centennial Commission and 
a proponent of adding the 
stairs, said the commission 
will offer to pay Parsons’ 
travel expenses if he agrees 
to come to Palm Beach.

“We’re just asking the 
council to stay the course,” 

Bone said. “A majority of this 
council and the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
would like to see those stairs … 
We do not consider this deci-
sion to be a final decision.”

Mayor Gail Coniglio and 
other proponents of the stairs 
say they are needed to unify 
the fountain with a small park 

Town wants state to reconsider fountain 
Leaders want official to 
come look at site and 
plans to add stairs

By Jan Sjostrom
Daily News Staff Writer

Daniel Biaggi, who steered Palm Beach 
Opera’s turnaround during his 10 years as 
general director, will step down in October to 

pursue being an independent 
consultant in the industry, the 
company announced today.

“It’s exciting to me,” Biaggi 
said. “It’s the next step in the 
big-picture thinking I’ve always 
enjoyed.”

Managing Director David 
Walker, 53 and a Singer Island 
resident, will succeed him on 
Oct. 15. Biaggi will continue as 
a strategic and artistic adviser, 
working on projects as needed.

Walker arrived at Palm Beach 
Opera in August 2015 as director 
of institutional advancement, 
overseeing all aspects of rev-

enue generation.
In a way, he was a general director in the 

making.
“When we interviewed him four years ago, 

part of what we were looking for was someone 
who had the interest and potential to be general 
director,” board chairman Dennis Williams said.

Opera’s Biaggi 
stepping down

Shark sighting at Midtown Beach 

John Komaromi of West Palm Beach walks alongside his daughter Anabella, 9, toting their giant shark-shaped water 
float at Midtown Beach recently. “It was a Christmas present,” Komaromi said. “It’s a lot of fun. I can’t float on it but 
she can.”  [DAMON HIGGINS/PALMBEACHDAILYNEWS.COM]

Managing Director David Walker 
will succeed him in October

By William Kelly
Daily News Staff Writer

It’s been nine years since 
Rush and Kathryn Rogers 
Limbaugh donated a 40-foot-
tall holiday tree to the town 
for display on Worth Avenue 

each Christmas season.
But that tree is in disrepair 

and needs to be replaced, 
Public Works Director Paul 
Brazil said Monday.

“It’s just deteriorating 
because of its age,” he said.

Not to worry: Some new 

secret Santas have stepped 
forward.  A Palm Beach 
couple that prefers anonym-
ity is giving $80,000 to the 
town — enough to pay for a 
new   holiday tree and for a 
much-needed police surveil-
lance vehicle, Town Manager 

Kirk Blouin said.
The gift also will also cover 

the cost of regular seaweed 
removal along the stretch of 
beach between Via Marina and 
Gulfstream Road, near where 
the couple owns a home.

Donations of $25,000 or 

more must be approved by 
the Town Council, which 
accepted the gift at its meet-
ing Tuesday.

Blouin said the couple have 
given to the town before 

Donors spring for new holiday tree on Worth Avenue 

By Darrell Hofheinz
Daily News Real Estate Writer

An oceanfront house has 
been sold for a recorded 

$11  million after being for-
feited by a former national 
treasurer of Venezuela who 
last fall in a U.S. court was 
sentenced to serve a 10-year 
prison sentence.

Alejandro Andrade pleaded 
guilty to taking part in what 
p r o s e c u t o r s  s a i d  w a s  a 
$2.4 billion money-laundering 

scheme that helped wreck 
Venezuela’s economy.

Andrade, who has ties to 
Wellington, forfeited the 
house at 1290 N. Ocean 
Blvd. It was seized and sold 
by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection agents, according 

Seaside house fetches 
$11 million in forfeiture sale

This oceanfront house and beach cabana at 1290 N. Ocean Blvd.  just 
changed hands for a recorded $11 million in forfeiture.  [PHOTO BY 

KENT ANDERSON, COURTESY SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY]

Former Venezuelan 
official relinquished 
property, pleaded guilty 
to money laundering
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