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MARTHA TURNER SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY LOOKS TO THE 

FUTURE AS IT TAPS VETERAN VICE PRESIDENT OF SALES  
MARILYN THOMPSON TO TAKE THE HELM AS PRESIDENT  

 
Co-Presidents Martha Turner and Tom Anderson  

Transition into ‘Chairmen Emeritus’ Roles  
 
HOUSTON, Texas (November 17, 2015) – Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty 
announced today that Founder & Co-President Martha Turner and Co-President Tom 
Anderson are transitioning into new positions as Chairmen Emeritus as the company 
paves the way for longtime Vice President of Sales Marilyn Thompson to assume the 
role of President. As President, Thompson will be responsible for all facets of Martha 
Turner SIR, including business growth and development, finance, corporate relocation 
and community involvement. Company Sales Manager Robin Conner has been 
promoted to Senior Vice President and Sales Manager Robin Suter has been promoted 
to Vice President to take over Thompson’s current responsibilities at the 34-year-old 
company. 
 
Though Turner and Anderson will no longer oversee the company’s day-to-day 
operations, they will both continue to play a pivotal senior role steering the company into 
the future with a keen focus on business development, sales and marketing strategies 
and ongoing mentorship of the senior leadership team.  
 
"After thorough succession planning, we are proud to pass the torch to Marilyn as our 
new president,” said Turner, "Marilyn is a legend in Houston’s real estate community and 
has earned universal respect for her extensive business and real estate acumen as well 
as her ability to guide agents’ success.  She has been a driving force and decision 
maker here for many years and is uniquely qualified to lead Martha Turner SIR to even 
greater success. I have never been more excited for the future of our company.” 
 
Thompson grew up inside the Loop and graduated from Mirabeau B. Lamar Senior High 
School before earning her degree in education from Louisiana State University and 
teaching a 7-year career in Houston public schools. After starting her real estate career 
as an agent in the 1980s, Thompson rose to become sales manager for Martha Turner 
Properties in 1991. Over the ensuing 25 years, she worked closely with Turner and 
Anderson to chart and implement the company’s direction and played a pivotal role in its 
2014 transition to the Sotheby’s International Realty brand.   
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“My family has been in Houston for five generations,” Thompson said. “I’m very proud to 
be a native Houstonian and am especially proud of Martha Turner SIR’s contributions to 
our city. It is an incredible honor and opportunity to lead Houston’s finest luxury real 
estate company and work with the most talented and productive team I have ever 
known. Martha and Tom are the best in the business and I plan on modeling my 
leadership after them to maintain the best sales management and development 
professionals, the best agents, and the best service for our clients and fellow Realtors.” 
 
Martha Turner co-founded Turner Owens Real Estate in 1981 in a single office in 
Houston, which led to the formation of Martha Turner Properties in 1986. In January 
2014, Martha Turner Properties was acquired by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. to 
become Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty and exceeded expectations with 
closed sales transactions of more than $2 billion that same year.  
 
 “In addition to her business and corporate experience, Marilyn possesses encyclopedic 
knowledge of the Houston market, neighborhoods across the city, and the ownership 
history of hundreds of individual properties,” added Tom Anderson. “She knows almost 
everyone who is anyone in the real estate industry: brokers, agents, builders, 
developers, escrow officers, mortgage brokers, contractors, engineers – the list is nearly 
endless. The future is incredibly bright with her at our helm.” 
 
About Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.  
Martha Turner Sotheby's International Realty, ranked the number-one luxury real estate 
company in Houston, is a recognized industry leader nationally and internationally. The 
company is the only residential real estate firm to be named one of Greater Houston 
Partnership's Top Ten Houston Companies. Martha Turner Sotheby's International 
Realty serves the entire greater Houston area with offices located in Briar Hollow/River 
Oaks, Memorial, the Bay Area, Kingwood, and The Woodlands and 240-plus superstar 
sales associates affiliated with the company who are committed to excellence, 
innovation and exacting standards of honesty and integrity in conducting business. 
Successful, motivated people from the mailroom to the boardroom create a culture that 
encourages independent sales associates and offers them access to the resources 
necessary to grow their business. 
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